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Framework protocol on the procedures for the communication of personal data
by Statbel to the National Bank of Belgium (NBB) in the context of the National

Accounts Institute (NAI)
2020/062c

BETWEEN

ON THE ONE HAND

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY WHICH COMMUNICATES THE PERSONAL DATA FORMING THE SUBJECT OF THIS

FRAMEWORK PROTOCOL

The General Directorate of Statistics – Statistics Belgium of the FPS Economy, SMEs, Self-employed and
Energy, registered in the Central Business Databank under number 0314.595.348, boulevard du Roi Albert
II 16, 1000 Brussels, represented by Mr N. WAEYAERT, Director-General, hereinafter “Statbel”,

AND ON THE OTHER HAND

THE GOVERNMENT AGENCY WHICH RECEIVES THE PERSONAL DATA FORMING THE SUBJECT OF THIS FRAMEWORK PROTOCOL,

the National Bank of Belgium, registered in the Central Business Databank under number 0203.201.340,
rue de Berlaimont 14, 1000 Brussels, represented by Mr Pierre Wunsch, Governor, hereinafter “NBB”;

Hereinafter “the parties”

IT IS FIRST SPECIFIED AS FOLLOWS

Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009 on
European statistics and repealing Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1101/2008 of the European Parliament and of the
Council on the transmission of data subject to statistical confidentiality to the Statistical Office of the European
Communities, Council Regulation (EC) No 322/97 on Community Statistics, and Council Decision 89/382/EEC,
Euratom establishing a Committee on the Statistical Programmes of the European Communities;

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EU) No 557/2013 of 17 June 2013 implementing Regulation (EC)
No 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council on European Statistics as regards access to confidential
data for scientific purposes and repealing Commission Regulation (EC) No 831/2002;

Having regard to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the
protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data,
and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation);
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Having regard to Regulation (EU) No 549/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 May 2013 on
the European system of national and regional accounts in the European Union.

Having regard to the Law of 21 December 1994 containing social and miscellaneous provisions, Title VIII Reform of
the federal government system for statistics and economic forecasts (the “NAI law”).

Having regard to the Law of 4 July 1962 on public statistics (the “statistics law”);

Having regard to the Law of 30 July 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of
personal data;

IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS

Article 1 – Subject of the framework protocol

In accordance with Article 20 of the Law of 30 July 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard
to the processing of personal data, before any personal data are transferred1 to any government agency
or private organisation, a federal government agency must formalise that transmission on the basis of a
protocol concluded with the recipient organisation.

For every communication of personal data, the detailed procedures as prescribed in Article 20 of the Law
of 30 July 2018 shall be set out in:

- on the one hand, the request form for the communication of confidential data between statistical
authorities, duly completed and, following consultation of the NBB Data Protection Officer (“DPO”),
signed by the controller or the legal representative of the NBB (see Article 5 – Data categories and
their format);

- and on the other hand, the decision confirmed by the legal representative of Statbel, after having
noted the opinion of the Statbel DPO.

Having regard to the signed request form, the confirmed Statbel decision and the NAI law,   the parties
consider that the framework protocol fulfils the requirements of the Law of 30 July 2018 on the protection
of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and that it is not necessary to conclude
a specific protocol for every communication.

Article 2 – Identity of the federal government agency which communicates the personal data

The federal government agency which communicates the personal data is Statbel, which acts as the
statistical data processing controller.

1 In line with footnote 7 of Recommendation n° 02/2020 of 31 January 2020 of the Data Protection Authority
(“DPA”), in which the DPA wishes to reserve the term “transfer” for “international data transfers” (as referred to in
Chapter V of the GDPR), the word “communication” of data or similar terms will be used from here on.
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Article 3 – Identity and categories of recipients of personal data communicated by Statbel

The controller to which Statbel communicates the personal data, is the NBB.

Only persons involved in the compilation of statistics for which personal data are required shall have
access to the personal data forming the subject of this framework protocol.

Article 4 – Purpose, lawfulness and proportionality of the communication of personal data

PURPOSE

The communication of personal data between the parties may take place on condition that it is necessary
for the efficient development, production and distribution of official statistics or for improving the quality
of the official statistics. Furthermore, those personal data shall be used exclusively for statistical purposes.

LAWFULNESS

The processing of personal data by the NBB is justified in order to fulfil a legal obligation or for the
performance of a task in the public interest.

PROPORTIONALITY

In addition, the communication of non-pseudonymised personal data shall only be preferred to the
communication of pseudonymised personal data if the NBB demonstrates that to be absolutely essential
in the request form.

Article 5 – Data categories and their format

Before every communication of personal data, the controller or the legal representative of the NBB must
submit to Statbel a request for the communication of personal data on the basis of the form prepared for
that purpose by the parties.

That form shall include the following information:

- Identity and signature of the controller or the legal representative of the NBB;
- Identity and signature of the NBB’s DPO;
- Identification of the processor, if any;
- Declaration on the exclusive use of the data supplied in connection with work for the National

Accounts Institute;
- Description of the purposes of the processing;
- Evidence of the lawfulness of the processing;
- Data storage period and responsibility;
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- Detailed description of the requested data and variables;
- Evidence of proportionality.

The personal data shall be supplied only if the legal representative of Statbel has approved the request,
following consultation of the Statbel DPO, in a confirmed decision. The confirmed decision shall comprise
at least the following aspects:

- Identification of the NBB as the organisation making the request;
- A reference to the request form;
- Reference to the legislation concerning the National Accounts Institute and this framework protocol;
- The data being communicated;
- The purpose of the data processing (statistical and scientific research);
- The data storage period;
- Assessment of the lawfulness of the processing;
- Assessment of the proportionality;
- Identity and signature of the legal representative of Statbel;
- Identity and signature of the Statbel DPO.

Both documents shall form an integral part of the framework protocol and shall be attached to the
framework protocol whenever personal data are communicated.

Article 6 – Procedures for the communication of personal data

The personal data shall be communicated between the two parties without intermediaries. The security
of that communication shall be discussed once a year by the DPOs of both parties.

On that occasion they shall declare their approval of:

- the supplier and the version of the software used for data communication; and
- the control mechanisms set up by the persons responsible for data communication.

If security risks are identified at the NBB, communication shall be limited to anonymous data. The NBB
must then take the necessary remedial measures before non-anonymous data can again be
communicated.

Article 7 – Technical and organisational measures to ensure the protection of personal data and
compliance with the rights of the data subjects

As well as complying with the provisions of the General Data Protection Regulation and the Law of 30 July
2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data, the parties must
ensure inter alia compliance with statistical confidentiality by:
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- adopting a code of conduct stipulating the rules and guidelines imposed on NBB staff who receive the
data in regard to confidentiality, privacy protection, business secrecy and data protection;

- performing their duties in compliance with the guiding principles of public statistics, in accordance
with the current European Statistics Code of Practice adopted by the European Statistical System
Committee.

Article 8 – Management of security incidents

In order to fulfil its obligations, the NBB undertakes to inform Statbel immediately and to cooperate with
Statbel in the event of a personal data breach within the meaning of Article 4, 12° of the General Data
Protection Regulation. The notification must be sent by e-mail to statbel.dpo@economie.fgov.be and
contain the following information: the context of the breach, the presumed time when the breach
occurred, the time when the breach was discovered, the categories of personal data leaked, the data
subjects whose personal data were leaked and the measures already taken. That notification shall contain
all useful and relevant information and at least the elements mentioned in Article 61, §3, of the Law of 30
July 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data.

The NBB undertakes to cooperate fully with all administrative and/or civil procedural actions to be taken
against the FPS Economy, SMEs, Self-employed and Energy in connection with a personal data breach and
other associated offences.

Article 9 – Legal restrictions applicable to the rights of the data subjects

With regard to the processing of their personal data described in this framework protocol and in the
associated request forms, the data subjects will not be notified individually of the information which must
be supplied by the NBB pursuant to Article 14 of the General Data Protection Regulation since that
notification would entail a disproportionate effort. In this connection, reference is made to the very large
number of data subjects and the fact that the data which this framework protocol and the associated
request forms concern generally only allow those persons to be identified indirectly, if at all, so that it is
impracticable to obtain the identification and contact data for every natural person in this group with a
view to such notification. In this connection, reference is made to Article 14.5, b) of the General Data
Protection Regulation, which states that paragraphs 1 to 4 shall not apply  if compliance with this provision
proves impossible or would involve a disproportionate effort, particularly in the case of personal data
processing for statistical purposes. In such cases the controller shall take appropriate measures to protect
the data subject’s rights, freedoms and legitimate interests, including making the information publicly
available.

In regard to this last point, the parties undertake to publish this framework protocol, the request form
and the decision by Statbel on their website in order to ensure maximum transparency for the data
subjects, and will publish a privacy declaration on their website. These publications guarantee that the
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data subjects will be able to obtain the necessary information on the processing of their personal data if
they so wish.

Article 10 – Communication frequency

The communication frequency shall be specified for each request in the form drawn up in accordance with
the model agreed by the parties and in the decision confirmed by the legal representative of Statbel on
the communication of the data.

Article 11 – Administrative transparency

In accordance with Article 20, §3, of the Law of 30 July 2018 on the protection of natural persons with
regard to the processing of personal data, the parties shall publish this framework protocol, the request
form and the decision confirmed by Statbel on their respective websites.

Article 12 – Duration of the framework protocol

The framework protocol is concluded for an indefinite period and shall enter into force on the date on
which it is signed by the parties.

Done in Brussels on July 9, 2020 in two originals, each party acknowledging receipt of one original copy.

For Statbel,

Mr N. WAEYAERT
Director-general

For the National Bank of Belgium (NBB),

Mr Pierre Wunsch
Governor
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