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caused total value added to fall to € 3,292 million, putting the share of Flemish GDP at 1.7 %.The 
air transport cluster was particularly hard hit. The air transport sector – at 21 % the most important 
sector in Brussels – suffered the most, with a decline of 19.3 %. The biggest culprit was Brussels 
Airlines. Value added slumped from € 171 to 99 million. In 2009 Brussels Airlines made an 
operating loss of € 73 million as a result of the decline in passenger traffic and a lower average 
ticket price, combined with the loss of the proceeds from the ACMI53 wet lease54 with Brussels 
Airlines Fly. Before the absorption of Brussels Airlines Fly by Delta Air Transport in June 2008 – 
after which the name of the merged company was changed to Brussels Airlines – the two parties 
concluded a wet lease so that Brussels Airlines Fly, under the joint name of "Brussels Airlines", 
could operate flights as a subcontractor for Delta Air Transport. 
 
The decline in tourist traffic also caused problems for Thomas Cook Airlines Belgium, so that the 
operating profit contracted by two-thirds. 
 
One of the few "positive" notes in the air transport sector was Cargo B Airlines, though it had little 
impact on the total. On 6 July 2009 Cargo B Airlines went into liquidation at the request of the 
shareholders. The leasing contracts were then terminated so that the company could no longer 
continue its commercial activities. In 2008 those activities had generated an operating loss of € 29 
million. In 2009 that loss was limited to € 10 million, which had a positive effect on value added. 
 
The forwarding offices suffered in 2009 as a result of a massive 14.1 % decline. Thus, DHL Global 
Forwarding felt the impact of the financial and economic crisis. Owing to the dependence on a few 
multinationals, the drop in turnover came to 40 %, adversely affecting the operating profit and 
hence value added. Nippon Express Belgium did not escape the crisis either: turnover dropped by 
half. As a result, the workforce was slimmed down, partly by not renewing temporary contracts, and 
partly by making some people redundant. This reduced the staff expenses and thus also value 
added. 
 
The airport handlers Flightcare Belgium and AviaPartner Belgium also generated significantly less 
value added than in 2008. At Flightcare Belgium the operating profit was depressed by a reduction 
in activities and the negotiation of contracts with members of Star Alliance. In addition, the number 
of employees declined, thus also reducing the staff expenses. At AviaPartner Belgium the average 
workforce contracted so that staff expenses were considerably lower. 
 
In 2009, other airport-related activities represented over 36 % of the direct value added of Brussels 
Airport, but in this cluster, too, that variable was down by 7.7 %. This is attributable largely to the 
public services. At 15° Wing Air Transport, part of the Belgian Air Force, the number of staff fell by 
66 full-time equivalents, depressing value added. The value added of the federal police and 
customs also declined. 
 
In other services, the fall in value added came to 44.1 %, mainly owing to the closure of the 
National Car Rental branch. Vanguard Car Rental EMEA – the holding company operating the 
National Car Rental brand in Europe, the Middle East and Africa – was taken over by Europcar in 
2007. The Europcar office at the airport now also serves National Car customers. At Hertz Belgium, 
there was a decline in both the number of vehicles hired and the number of days invoiced, so that 
turnover was down. As a result, both the operating profit and the value added were lower than in 
2008. 
 
Finally, courier and post is one of the few sectors to record an increase in value added. At DHL 
Aviation, value added in 2009 was up by € 21 million against the previous year thanks to a 
dramatic increase in the operating profit. However, the effect was weakened by the reduction in 
staff expenses, depreciation and value adjustments. 
                                                      
53

 Aircraft, complete Crew, Maintenance, and Insurance. 
54

 A wet lease is a leasing agreement between two airlines whereby one airline makes available an aircraft, crew, 
maintenance and insurance to the other, which pays by the hour. 
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TABLE 27 BRUSSELS AIRPORT: DIRECT VALUE ADDED TOP 10 IN 2009 

 
Name of company or organisation 

  
Sector 

  

1 The Brussels Airport Company  Airport operator 

2 DHL Aviation  Courier and post activities 

3 European Air Transport  Air transport 

4 Belgocontrol  Other air transport supporting activities 

5 Brussels Airlines  Air transport 

6 Belgian Air Force 15° Wing Air Transport Public services 

7 Flightcare Belgium  Airport handling 

8 AviaPartner Belgium  Airport handling 

9 TUI Airlines Belgium  Air transport 

10 Sabena Technics BRU  Building and repairing of aircrafts 
  
TOTAL 1,025.0 million euro 
Share in total Brussels Airport 64.5 % 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

 
Federal Express Europe and TNT Express Belgium significantly curbed the upward trend. Federal 
Express Europe recorded an operating loss in 2009 instead of a profit. The activities contracted 
slightly as a result of the economic crisis. Though measures were taken to cut costs, their impact 
will not be felt until the longer term. The results of TNT Express Belgium were also hit by the crisis. 
Nevertheless, the company still managed to make a profit, thanks to strict cost control. 
 
Table 27 shows the ten firms with the highest value added at Brussels Airport during 2009. 
Compared to the situation in 200655, Brussels Airlines dropped from 2nd to 5th place as a result of 
the dramatic decline in value added already explained above. In contrast, European Air Transport 
and Belgian Air Force 15° Wing Air Transport moved up two places. TUI Airlines Belgium appears 
for the first time in 9th place. This airline was assigned to the airport(s) instead of being included 
outside airports. 
 
 
2.2.2.3 Employment 
 
The figures for employment at Brussels Airport are also down, albeit to a lesser extent than value 
added: total job losses came to 6.3 % (Table 28). Total employment amounted to 39,060 full-time 
equivalents, or 1.7 % of employment in the Flemish Region. 
 
In the air transport cluster, 335 full-time equivalents were cut, most of them in the airport handling 
sector. At both Flightcare Belgium and AviaPartner Belgium the changes in the workforce mirror 
the trend in passenger traffic at Brussels Airport: an increase in 2008 was followed by a sharp fall 
in 2009. At Flightcare Belgium non-renewal of temporary contracts was the main way of reducing 
the number of employees. 
 
In the forwarding offices, employment dropped to the 2007 level. The reduced economic activity led 
to staff cuts in a number of firms. For instance, at the end of 2008 Schenker carried out a 
restructuring plan which cost a number of employees their jobs. DHL Global Forwarding and 
Swissport Cargo Services Belgium also had to dismiss staff as a result of the crisis. At Nippon 
Express Belgium the number of redundancies was limited by non-renewal of some temporary 
contracts. 
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 See Kupfer and Lagneaux (2009). 
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In view of the decline in activity, Sabena Technics BRU (building and repairing of aircraft) 
implemented a recovery plan during 2009 which included a gradual reduction in the number of 
staff. A significant number of redundancies were phased over 2009 and 2010. This was offset to a 
small degree by the development of the activities of Tec4Jets in Zaventem. This firm is in charge of 
maintaining the Boeing fleet owned by TUI Airlines Belgium56. 
 

TABLE 28 BRUSSELS AIRPORT: EMPLOYMENT FROM 2007 TO 2009 
  (FTE) 

Cluster and sector 
  

2007 
  

2008 
  

2009 
  

Share in 
2009 
(in %) 

  

Change 
from 2008 

to 2009 
(in %) 

  

Annual 
average 
change 

from 
2007 to 
2009 
(in %) 

  
1. DIRECT EFFECTS .............................  18,291 18,621 17,903 100.0 -3.9 -1.1 
       
Air transport cluster .............................  10,139 10,857 10,522 58.8 -3.1 +1.9 
       
Air transport ............................................  3,311 3,701 3,848 21.5 +4.0 +7.8 
Travel agencies and tour operators ........  37 39 26 0.1 -33.3 -15.7 
Forwarding offices ..................................  1,318 1,416 1,319 7.4 -6.9 +0.0 
Airport operator ......................................  785 778 759 4.2 -2.5 -1.6 
Airport handling ......................................  2,327 2,564 2,311 12.9 -9.9 -0.4 
Other air transport supporting activities...  1,011 989 964 5.4 -2.5 -2.3 
Building and repairing of aircraft .............  1,351 1,368 1,294 7.2 -5.4 -2.1 
       
Other airport-related activities .............  8,152 7,765 7,381 41.2 -4.9 -4.8 
       
Passenger land transport ........................  319 336 326 1.8 -3.2 +1.1 
Cargo handling and storage ...................  286 304 290 1.6 -4.4 +0.8 
Freight transport by road ........................  298 307 285 1.6 -6.9 -2.2 
Courier and post activities ......................  2,733 2,160 1,922 10.7 -11.0 -16.1 
Public services .......................................  1,622 1,604 1,525 8.5 -4.9 -3.0 
Security and industrial cleaning ..............  803 908 965 5.4 +6.3 +9.6 
Trade ......................................................  541 541 532 3.0 -1.6 -0.8 
Hotels, restaurants and catering .............  1,164 1,228 1,188 6.6 -3.3 +1.0 
Other services ........................................  188 189 163 0.9 -13.7 -6.8 
Other industries ......................................  199 187 184 1.0 -1.9 -4.0 
       
2. INDIRECT EFFECTS .........................  21,826 23,046 21,157 - -8.2 -1.5 
       
TOTAL ...................................................  40,116 41,667 39,060 - -6.3 -1.3 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

 
An entirely different picture emerged in the air transport sector, with 147 full-time equivalents being 
added in 2009. Brussels Airlines employed on average 139 more people in 2009 than in 2008. 
Nonetheless, the workforce was smaller at the end of the year than it had been a year previously, 
as a result of reduced capacity and a recruitment freeze under a cost control plan. In 2008 a very 
large number of staff were transferred from Brussels Airlines Fly. In view of its location, the latter is 
recorded outside the airports. Since the staff transfer only took place during the second quarter of 
2008, the average number of employees was still higher in 2009 than in 2008, despite the slight fall 
at the end of the year. 
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 TUI Airlines Belgium operates under the name of Jetairfly. 
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At TUI Airlines Belgium and the branch of Thomas Cook Airlines Belgium in Zaventem, the 
workforce expanded. TUI Airlines Belgium augmented its fleet and consequently its human capital, 
so that the vertical integration with the tour operator Jetair could be developed further. However, 
the effect was totally negated by European Air Transport. This freight airline mainly provides 
express services for DHL. Owing to DHL’s move to Leipzig, European Air Transport was forced to 
restructure. 
 
In the other airport-related activities, there were greater job losses amounting to 4.9 %. The 
transfer of DHL’s European hub from Brussels to Leipzig in 2008 is immediately obvious in the 
courier and post sector. At Brussels Airport, hundreds of jobs were lost at DHL Aviation. This event 
had an impact not only on the 2008 figures but also on those for 2009, since the average number 
of full-time equivalents is stated for a full year, and the relocation took place in April 2008. A further 
92 people were made redundant during 2009. 
 
As already stated, the number of employees at 15° Wing Air Transport (Belgian Air Force, public 
services) was down by 66 full-time equivalents. 
 
At LSG Sky Chefs Belgium (hotels, restaurants and catering) a number of jobs were also cut. As a 
result of the reduced activity and the loss of Thomas Cook as a customer, certain restructuring 
measures were taken. For instance, a number of fixed-term contracts were not renewed. 
 
Finally, security and industrial cleaning recorded the biggest increase at 6.3 %. That is entirely 
attributable to Securitas Transport Aviation Security. 
 
The top ten firms with the largest average number of employees in 2009 represent almost 56 % of 
direct employment at Brussels Airport (Table 29). The move to Leipzig caused DHL Aviation to 
drop three places compared to 200657. In contrast, Securitas Transport Aviation Security58 moved 
up two places as a result of increased activities. The allocation of TUI Airlines Belgium to the 
airports immediately puts that company in tenth position. 
 

TABLE 29 BRUSSELS AIRPORT: DIRECT EMPLOYMENT TOP 10 IN 2009 

 
Name of company or organisation 

  
Sector 

  

1 Brussels Airlines  Air transport 

2 Flightcare Belgium  Airport handling 

3 AviaPartner Belgium  Airport handling 

4 Sabena Technics BRU  Building and repairing of aircrafts 

5 DHL Aviation  Courier and post activities 

6 Belgian Air Force 15° Wing Air Transport Public services 

7 Securitas Transport Aviation Security  Security and industrial cleaning 

8 The Brussels Airport Company  Airport operator 

9 Belgocontrol  Other air transport supporting activities 

10 TUI Airlines Belgium  Air transport 
  
TOTAL 10,008 FTE 
Share in total Brussels Airport 55.9 % 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 
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 See Kupfer and Lagneaux (2009). 
58

 Formerly Securair. 
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2.2.2.4 Investment59 
 
Investment at Brussels Airport in 2009 was 33.2 % below the 2008 figure (Table 30). For many 
years now, the air transport cluster has accounted for the major part of the investment. The air 
transport sector had always represented the largest share, but in 2009 there was a 48.4 % decline. 
Both European Air Transport and Brussels Airlines made drastic cuts in their acquisitions of 
tangible fixed assets. 
 

TABLE 30 BRUSSELS AIRPORT: DIRECT INVESTMENT FROM 2007 TO 2009 
  (in € million – current prices) 

Cluster and sector 
  

2007 
  

2008 
  

2009 
  

Share in 
2009 
(in %) 

  

Change 
from 2008 

to 2009 
(in %) 

  

Annual 
average 
change 

from 
2007 to 
2009 
(in %) 

  
       
Air transport cluster .............................  159.59 194.88 133.22 78.6 -31.6 -8.6 
       
Air transport ............................................  81.35 71.06 36.65 21.6 -48.4 -32.9 
Travel agencies and tour operators ........  0.05 0.04 0.03 0.0 -37.2 -23.5 
Forwarding offices ..................................  4.72 6.28 2.24 1.3 -64.3 -31.1 
Airport operator ......................................  38.43 78.97 61.32 36.2 -22.4 +26.3 
Airport handling ......................................  8.50 10.88 3.04 1.8 -72.0 -40.2 
Other air transport supporting activities...  20.80 24.23 28.05 16.5 +15.8 +16.1 
Building and repairing of aircraft .............  5.75 3.41 1.89 1.1 -44.7 -42.7 
       
Other airport-related activities .............  61.78 59.12 36.37 21.4 -38.5 -23.3 
       
Passenger land transport ........................  2.48 4.57 3.71 2.2 -18.8 +22.2 
Cargo handling and storage ...................  0.59 0.29 0.54 0.3 +86.5 -4.4 
Freight transport by road ........................  2.11 1.20 1.50 0.9 +25.7 -15.5 
Courier and post activities ......................  10.84 13.12 8.58 5.1 -34.6 -11.1 
Public services .......................................  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 n. n. 
Security and industrial cleaning ..............  0.73 0.80 0.81 0.5 +0.5 +5.3 
Trade ......................................................  2.31 5.06 0.85 0.5 -83.2 -39.2 
Hotels, restaurants and catering .............  3.58 3.76 1.06 0.6 -71.8 -45.5 
Other services ........................................  37.04 29.74 18.72 11.0 -37.0 -28.9 
Other industries ......................................  2.10 0.59 0.59 0.3 +1.0 -46.8 
       
TOTAL ...................................................  221.36 254.00 169.59 100.0 -33.2 -12.5 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

 
The amount invested by The Brussels Airport Company (airport operator) reached an all-time 
record in 2008 as a result of the many long-term projects. These included the first logistics building 
at Brucargo West, renovation of the Satellite building which now houses non-operational services, 
renovation of the departure zone, etc. Expenditure in 2009 was 22.4 % lower and concerned 
among other things the completion of the first logistics building at Brucargo West, the start of the 
refurbishment of the check-in zone in the old terminal, renovation work on Apron60 3 (air side), etc. 

                                                      
59

 Since the other airports are much smaller and they therefore have only a relatively small number of firms investing, this 
aspect is only discussed separately for Brussels. 

60
 The apron is the platform where aircraft are refuelled, parked, loaded or unloaded and where people board the aircraft. 
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In both 2008 and 2009, money was also spent in connection with a low-cost terminal, but that 
project has since been scrapped. 
 
Other airport-related activities also recorded a considerable cut in investment in 2009. In the other 
services sector investment was down by 37 %. Hertz Belgium bought significantly less rolling stock. 
Avis Belgium was still investing heavily in its stock of IT equipment and vehicles in 2008. In 2009 its 
fleet made greater use of operational leasing. 
 
In 2008 DHL Aviation (courier and post activities) acquired tangible fixed assets to the value of € 
10.5 million. In 2009 the figure was down to € 6.6 million.  
 
Finally, the decline in investment in trade is due largely to Belgian Sky Shops. 
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2.2.3 

2.2.3.1 Recent Developments 

Charleroi Airport61 

 
2010 was a record year for Charleroi Airport, which had never handled so many passengers 
before. With traffic totalling almost 5.2 million passengers, the airport recorded growth of 31.9 % 
against 2009 and passed the 5 million passenger mark for the first time in 2010. This growth was 
due to the opening of 22 new routes in 2010, 8 for Jetairfly and 14 for Ryanair. Ryanair also 
decided to base four additional aircraft at Charleroi in 2010, while Jetairfly has had a third aircraft 
based at the site since the summer of 2011. The 2010 figures confirm the upward trend in the 
number of passengers handled at BSCA, a trend which has only faltered once (in 2005) since 
1998. However, BSCA would like to diversify its clientele, because the airport is still dependent on 
Ryanair, which accounts for over 80 % of the number of passengers handled, even though that 
percentage is declining. 
 
As a result of this steady rise in the number of passengers using the airport, the new terminal, in 
operation since January 2008, reached saturation point. In order not to hamper the airport’s 
expansion, the terminal was extended at a cost of € 4 million, financed entirely by the airport. As a 
result of this extension, the new terminal now has 4 extra boarding gates (16 in total) and an 
enlarged floor area of 2,300 m². The new boarding gates came into service at the end of June 
2011. A new control tower and runway extension (the runway is currently 2550 metres long) are 
also under consideration. The extension, initially planned at 3,300 m then cut to 2,950 m, would 
enable the airport to take large aircraft on intercontinental flights. However, the adjustment to the 
new length made it necessary to initiate a new procedure to obtain permission. 
 
These infrastructure projects are additional to projects already carried out in recent years, such as 
the entry into service in January 2009 of the instrument landing system (ILS) category 3, which 
enables the airport to land aircraft in practically all atmospheric conditions. Since the summer of 
2010 the airport has also had a new taxiway in the north zone, enhancing safety and speed of 
operation by avoiding having aircraft crossing on the ground. 
 
Charleroi Airport has also seen changes in its shareholders. At the end of 2009, after several 
months of negotiation, the "Belgian Airports" consortium formed by the Italian group Save (already 
operating Venice and Treviso airports) and the Holding communal (in a ratio of 65/35 % 
respectively) acquired a 27.66 % stake in the capital of BSCA. Under the agreements concluded, 
this stake should increase to 48.33 % at the beginning of 201262. The procedure for the liquidation 
of the Holding communal, which should start in 2012, should result in the latter selling off its stake 
in Belgian Airports63. Save64 and the Walloon Region65 have both expressed interest. 
 
Since 2008, airport safety has been the responsibility of Brussels South Charleroi Airport-Security, 
a new company formed on the basis of a decree by the Walloon Government66. This limited 
company of public law is 49 % owned by BSCA and 51 % by the Walloon Region. The safety work 
concerns all the measures and human resources deployed to protect civil aviation against unlawful 
interference. That includes, in particular, the inspection and screening of airport staff, passengers, 
baggage and vehicles, and site security. 
 

                                                      
61

 Sources include: www.charleroi-airport.com, SOWAER annual reports, interview with BSCA officials and press articles. 
62

 Source: Leblud, H (2011), "Save veut augmenter sont poids dans BSCA", L'Echo, 29 September. 
63

 Source: L'Echo (2011), "Le Holding communal sera mis en liquidation", 23 October. 
64 Source: Leblud, H (2011), "Save veut augmenter sont poids dans BSCA", L'Echo, 29 September. 
65

 Source: La Libre.be (2011), "BSCA: la Région wallonne cherchera à acquérir les actions du Holding communal", 26 
October. 

66
 Decree of 19 December 2007 (MB 31/12/2007) amending the decree of 23 June 1994 on the creation and operation of 
airports and airfields under the aegis of the Walloon Region. 
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2.2.3.2 Value Added 
 

TABLE 31 CHARLEROI AIRPORT: VALUE ADDED FROM 2007 TO 2009 
  (in € million – current prices) 

Cluster and sector 
  

2007 
  

2008 
  

2009 
  

Share in 
2009 
(in %) 

  

Change 
from 2008 

to 2009 
(in %) 

  

Annual 
average 
change 

from 
2007 to 
2009 
(in %) 

  
1. DIRECT EFFECTS .............................  76.0 86.2 96.1 100.0 +11.4 +12.4 
       
Air transport cluster .............................  47.2 52.5 60.8 63.3 +15.9 +13.5 
       
Air transport ............................................  0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 n. n. 
Travel agencies and tour operators ........  0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 -11.6 -9.3 
Forwarding offices ..................................  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 n. n. 
Airport operator* .....................................  16.0 21.0 29.4 30.6 +40.3 -35.6 
Airport handling ......................................  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 n. n. 
Other air transport supporting activities...  8.6 6.2 6.5 6.8 +4.7 -13.0 
Building and repairing of aircraft .............  22.2 24.9 24.4 25.4 -2.2 +4.9 
       
Other airport-related activities .............  28.8 33.8 35.3 36.7 +4.4 +10.6 
       
Passenger land transport ........................  2.4 2.4 2.8 2.9 +14.0 +7.4 
Cargo handling and storage ...................  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 +11.3 -10.2 
Freight transport by road ........................  0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 -8.0 -6.5 
Courier and post activities ......................  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 n. n. 
Public services .......................................  13.1 9.6 9.7 10.1 +1.3 -14.1 
Trade ......................................................  0.8 1.1 1.4 1.4 +31.4 +35.1 
Other services** .....................................  11.2 19.3 19.5 20.3 +1.1 +32.0 
Other industries ......................................  1.0 1.1 1.6 1.7 +46.5 +27.7 
       
2. INDIRECT EFFECTS .........................  84.0 85.4 101.7 - +19.1 +10.1 
       
TOTAL ...................................................  160.0 171.6 197.8 - +15.2 +11.2 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, national IOT, own calculations). 

* It should be noted that the direct value added generated by BSCA includes operating subsidies and compensatory amounts paid by public 
authorities, totalling around € 16 million in 2007, € 26 million in 2008 and € 30 million in 2009. 

** Including the sectors "Hotels, restaurants and catering" and "security and industrial cleaning". 

 
The value added created at Charleroi Airport, like the traffic, is constantly increasing67 (Table 31). 
In 2009, the direct value added generated on the airport site came to over € 96 million, an 11 % 
rise against 2008. The airport operator BSCA generated direct value added amounting to almost 
€ 30 million in 200968. Next comes the building and repairing of aircraft sector which, at € 24 
million, represents just over a quarter of the value added produced at the airport. That is due to the 
presence of SABCA, which is the second biggest firm at the airport in terms of value added after 
BSCA (Table 32).  
 

                                                      
67

 Ryanair’s value added and employment were not taken into account in this study because the data were not available. 
68

 It should be noted that the direct value added generated by BSCA includes operating subsidies and compensatory 
amounts paid by public authorities, totalling around € 16 million in 2007, € 26 million in 2008 and € 30 million in 2009. 
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Another major sector at the airport comprises other services with almost € 20 million of direct value 
added in 2009. This sector, which includes industrial cleaning and hotels, restaurants and catering, 
is headed by the security firm, Securitas Transport Aviation Security, which ranks third in the top 
10. Since 2008, the safety services previously provided by the Walloon Public Service (SPW) have 
been the responsibility of BSCA-Security (cf. above) which delegates this work to Securitas. That 
explains why, from that year onwards, there has been an increase in value added in the other 
services sector and a reduction in public services. The growth of the other services sector is also 
due to the development of a new passenger terminal since 2008, which has a positive impact on 
the hotels, restaurants and catering sector in particular. 
 

TABLE 32 CHARLEROI AIRPORT: DIRECT VALUE ADDED TOP 10 IN 2009 

 
Name of company or organisation 

  
Sector 

  
1 Brussels South Charleroi Airport (BSCA) Airport operator 
2 Société anonyme belge de Constructions aéronautiques (SABCA) Building and repairing of aircraft 
3 Securitas Transport Aviation Security Security and industrial cleaning 
4 Federal Police Public services 
5 Belgocontrol  Other air transport supporting activities 
6 Douanes / Customs Public services 
7 Société wallonne des Aéroports (SOWAER)  Other air transport supporting activities 
8 Service public de Wallonie (SPW) Public services 
9 Eliance Belgium  Hotels, restaurants and catering 

10 Cofely Services  Other industries 
  
TOTAL 84.9 million euro 
Share in total Charleroi Airport 88,4 % 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

 
Public services still generate a significant proportion of the airport’s value added. This sector 
comprises the Federal Police and the Customs Authority, responsible for border controls, and the 
Walloon Public Service (SPW)69. One of the latter’s tasks is to monitor, at the request of the 
Walloon Government, the operational duties assigned to BSCA and the airport safety service 
entrusted to BSCA-Security. In 2009, public services generated almost € 10 million in direct value 
added at Charleroi Airport. The three public sector entities are among the value added top 10. 
 
The other air transport supporting activities sector, headed by SOWAER and Belgocontrol, created 
direct value added totalling € 6.5 million in 2009, putting it in 5th place among the sectors 
contributing to the airport’s value added. 
 
It is also worth mentioning that handling services within the airport are provided directly by BSCA 
(cf. below). The value added and employment created by this sector therefore do not appear 
separately in the figures. 
 
In 2009, the indirect value added generated by firms located on the Charleroi Airport site exceeded 
€ 100 million. Consequently, the total value added created by activities at the airport and firms 
upstream was almost € 200 million in 2009, or 0.2 % of Wallonia’s GDP and 0.3 % of its value 
added70. 
                                                      
69

 This concerns more specifically the SPW Directorate General of Mobility and Waterways, or DGO2. The DGO2 is itself 
subdivided into various departments, including the Transport Operations department, which includes the three authorities 
concerned with Wallonia’s airports: the Airport Operations Authority (DO232), the Charleroi Airport Authority (DO233) and 
the Liège Airport Authority (DO234). The last two authorities are based at their respective airports, while DO232 is based 
at the SPW’s administrative centre in Namur and is therefore excluded from the study. 

70
 Source: Belgostat. 
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2.2.3.3 Employment 
 
Like value added, direct employment at Charleroi Airport is rising rapidly (Table 33). From jobs 
totalling around 1,000 full-time equivalents in 2007, the number of workers at the airport site had 
risen to over 1,300 in 2009, representing annual average growth of 14.6 %, compared to 26.6 % for 
traffic over the same period. Employment in airport-related activities grew by more than in the 
aviation sector, although the latter still accounts for the major share with 55.1 % of employment 
within the airport.  
 

TABLE 33 CHARLEROI AIRPORT: EMPLOYMENT FROM 2007 TO 2009 
  (FTE) 

Cluster and sector 
  

2007 
  

2008 
  

2009 
  

Share in 
2009 
(in %) 

  

Change 
from 2008 

to 2009 
(in %) 

  

Annual 
average 
change 

from 
2007 to 
2009 
(in %) 

  
1. DIRECT EFFECTS .............................  1,008 1,230 1,323 100.0 +7.6 +14.6 
       
Air transport cluster .............................  591 680 732 55.3 +7.7 +11.3 
       
Air transport ............................................  0 0 2 0.1 n. n. 
Travel agencies and tour operators ........  4 5 5 0.4 +2.7 +10.0 
Forwarding offices ..................................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Airport operator ......................................  266 316 357 27.0 +12.8 +15.9 
Airport handling ......................................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Other air transport supporting activities...  37 41 44 3.3 +7.4 +8.7 
Building and repairing of aircraft .............  284 318 325 24.5 +2.1 +6.8 
       
Other airport-related activities .............  416 550 591 44.7 +7.5 +19.2 
       
Passenger land transport ........................  23 23 23 1.8 +0.0 +0.0 
Cargo handling and storage ...................  1 1 1 0.1 +0.0 +0.0 
Freight transport by road ........................  5 5 5 0.4 +0.0 +0.0 
Courier and post activities ......................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Public services .......................................  121 84 103 7.8 +23.2 -7.7 
Trade ......................................................  10 15 22 1.7 +45.8 +48.2 
Other services* .......................................  241 407 415 31.4 +2.1 +31.2 
Other industries ......................................  14 15 21 1.6 +38.5 +21.7 
       
2. INDIRECT EFFECTS .........................  1,251 1,530 1,525 - -0.3 +10.4 
       
TOTAL ...................................................  2,258 2,760 2,849 - +3.2 +12.3 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

* Including the sectors "Hotels, restaurants and catering" and "security and industrial cleaning". 

 
The airport operator employs the largest number of workers, with 360 FTE in 2009. That figure is 
rising because of the growth of traffic, particularly the rise in the number of aircraft based at the 
airport, necessitating the expansion of handling activities, among other things. Handling, which 
accounts for around 60 % of employment at BSCA71, is soon to be transferred to a subsidiary in 
order to comply with EU legislation72 which requires the sector to be opened up to competition. In 
                                                      
71

 Source: Lawson, P. (2008), "Cinq candidats pour le 'handling' à Charleroi", La Libre.be, 16 May. 
72

 Directive 96/67/EC of 15 October 1996. 
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the Walloon Region, that legislation was recently transposed by a decree by the Walloon 
Government published in June 201173 concerning Liège and Charleroi airports. Subject to certain 
conditions (sound financial position, adequate insurance cover, security, environmental protection, 
compliance with social legislation, etc.), the market is now open to all interested companies. 
Nevertheless, for the time being BSCA is still the only company involved in handling at its site.  
 
Next come the sectors comprising other services (including hotels, restaurants and catering and 
security and industrial cleaning), building and repairing of aircraft and, a little farther behind, public 
services. These four main sectors represent over 90 % of employment at the airport. Between 2007 
and 2008 there was a change in the number of jobs in the other services and public services 
sectors mirrored by a change in value added for the reasons explained earlier. Employment in the 
other services sector is also growing as a result of the advent of new car hire firms in 2008 and 
development of the new terminal. There has also been a big change in employment in the building 
and repairing of aircraft sector, up by 12 % in 2008. That rise is due to large numbers of staff 
recruited by SABCA in connection with contracts for the modernisation of military aircraft for export. 
 
Table 34 confirms the leading position of the airport operator in terms of the number of workers, 
and the importance of SABCA which ranks 2nd. Public services are all in the top 10 which includes 
the Federal Police in 5th place as well as the Customs Authority and the Walloon Public Service 
(SPW), in 8th and 9th position respectively. The 10 biggest employers account for over 90 % of 
employment, indicating that employment is fairly concentrated. 
 

TABLE 34 CHARLEROI AIRPORT: DIRECT EMPLOYMENT TOP 10 IN 2009 

 
Name of company or organisation 

  
Sector 

  
1 BSCA  Airport operator 
2 Société anonyme belge de Constructions aéronautiques (SABCA) Building and repairing of aircraft 
3 Securitas Transport Aviation Security Security and industrial cleaning 
4 Eliance Belgium Hotels, restaurants and catering 
5 Federal Police Public services 
6 Laurenty  Security and industrial cleaning 
7 Belgocontrol  Other air transport supporting activities 
8 Douanes / Customs Public services 
9 Service public de Wallonie (SPW) Public services 

10 Cofely Services  Other industries 
  
TOTAL 1,199 FTE 
Share in total Charleroi Airport 90.6 % 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

 
In 2009, indirect employment amounted to 1,525 FTE so that the total employment (direct and 
indirect) connected with the airport was estimated at 2,849 FTE, or 0.3 % of employment in 
Wallonia in FTE74. 
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 Walloon government decree of 9 June 2011 (MB 24/06/2011) amending the Walloon Government decree of 24 March 
2000 regulating access to the market in ground handling services at airports in the Walloon Region. 

74
 Source: Belgostat. 
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2.2.4 

2.2.4.1 Recent Developments75 

Kortrijk Airport 

 
Despite the harsh winter and the volcanic ash cloud, the number of passengers was 1 % up in 
2010. Nevertheless, the airport recorded fewer aircraft movements. The increase was therefore 
due to better seat occupancy, for both business flights and other flights. The latter consist mainly of 
professional training. 
 
Kortrijk Airport has a whole series of projects in the pipeline which must be carried out at specific 
times if the airport wants to retain its international aviation certificate76. These projects mainly 
concern infrastructure work, including the renewal of the taxiway and the aircraft parking area, and 
construction of aircraft hangars and an airport fire station. At present, however, the investments are 
confined to the preparations since the necessary financial resources will not be available until the 
planned privatisation of the airport is completed. The Flemish government will not put any capital 
into the Air Transport Development Company (LOM) until a private investor has been found for the 
Airport Operating Company (LEM). Two candidates have already expressed interest. Next they 
must submit a business plan to the Flemish government. 
 
 
2.2.4.2 Value Added 
 
Between 2007 and 2009, Kortrijk Airport saw the steepest decline in both direct and indirect value 
added. On average the respective figures were down by 13.4 and 23.3 % per annum (Table 35). 
Total value added fell below € 14 million, representing a share of 0.007 % in the Flemish Region’s 
GDP. 
 
The air transport cluster was particularly affected. In the building and repairing of aircraft sector, 
value added recorded an annual average decline amounting to all of 36.2 %. Aircraft Power 
Maintenance recorded negative value added in both 2008 and 2009. In 2008 this firm had to cover 
an operating loss of almost € 1 million, while in the following year a substantial provision for 
liabilities and charges was used, and as well as that, staff expenses were substantially reduced. 
 
The declines in the air transport sector are due almost entirely to Sky Service, a member of the 
Abelag group. In 2008, the value added of Sky Service was down by € 0.7 million owing to a 
dramatic fall in the operating profit. The main factor here was the sharp fall in aircraft sales, and to 
a lesser extent a decline in flying activities during the last four months of the year. Nevertheless, 
during 2008 the firm invested in acquiring more staff and equipment. Partial cutbacks were 
subsequently made where possible. In 2009 there was a further decline in the operating profit of 
Sky Service, and hence also its value added. Flying activities were greatly reduced, as were sales 
of aircraft.  
 
Other airport-related activities still held up well in 2008, but in 2009 there was nevertheless a 9.4 % 
fall in value added. The operating loss of Bistro Biggles77 (hotels, restaurants and catering) 
increased and lower staff expenses were also recorded. In the case of other services, the operating 
result of Lambert Aircraft Engineering sank further into the red. 
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 Sources include: www.kortrijkairport.be and miscellaneous press articles. 
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 ICAO – Aerodrome Certificate. 
77

 The official name of the company is B.B. 
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TABLE 35 KORTRIJK AIRPORT: VALUE ADDED FROM 2007 TO 2009 
  (in € million – current prices) 

Cluster and sector 
  

2007 
  

2008 
  

2009 
  

Share in 
2009 
(in %) 

  

Change 
from 2008 

to 2009 
(in %) 

  

Annual 
average 
change 

from 
2007 to 
2009 
(in %) 

  
1. DIRECT EFFECTS .............................  9.36 7.86 7.02 100.0 -10.7 -13.4 
       
Air transport cluster .............................  7.74 6.11 5.44 77.4 -11.0 -16.2 
       
Air transport ............................................  3.53 2.89 2.63 37.5 -8.9 -13.6 
Travel agencies and tour operators ........  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 n. n. 
Forwarding offices ..................................  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 n. n. 
Airport operator ......................................  1.16 1.13 1.12 16.0 -0.7 -1.8 
Airport handling ......................................  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 n. n. 
Other air transport supporting activities...  0.92 0.92 0.82 11.6 -11.4 -6.0 
Building and repairing of aircraft .............  2.13 1.17 0.87 12.3 -26.2 -36.2 
       
Other airport-related activities .............  1.62 1.75 1.59 22.6 -9.4 -1.0 
       
Passenger land transport ........................  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 n. n. 
Cargo handling and storage ...................  0.03 0.02 0.02 0.2 -31.5 -26.5 
Freight transport by road ........................  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 n. n. 
Courier and post activities ......................  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 n. n. 
Public services .......................................  0.87 1.14 1.13 16.0 -1.3 +14.0 
Security and industrial cleaning ..............  0.05 0.05 0.03 0.5 -31.4 -16.7 
Trade ......................................................  0.38 0.25 0.27 3.8 +9.7 -15.8 
Hotels, restaurants and catering .............  0.20 0.18 0.10 1.4 -45.6 -29.9 
Other services ........................................  0.09 0.11 0.04 0.6 -61.4 -32.5 
Other industries ......................................  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 n. n. 
       
2. INDIRECT EFFECTS .........................  11.42 7.85 6.72 - -14.4 -23.3 
       
TOTAL ...................................................  20.78 15.71 13.74 - -12.5 -18.7 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

 
Since there are only a few firms at Kortrijk Airport, the ten with the most value added in 2009 
accounted for 84.2 % of direct value added (Table 36). Sky Service is well ahead of the firm ranked 
2nd, Westvlaamse Intercommunale Vliegveld Wevelgem-Bissegem which runs the airport. Aircraft 
Power Maintenance is no longer on the list since it has generated negative value added both in 
2008 and 2009. 
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TABLE 36 KORTRIJK AIRPORT: DIRECT VALUE ADDED TOP 10 IN 2009 

 
Name of company or organisation 

  
Sector 

  

1 Sky Service  Air transport 

2 Westvlaamse Intercommunale Vliegveld Wevelgem-Bissegem  Airport operator 

3 Federal Police and Customs Public services 

4 Abelag Technics  Building and repairing of aircraft 

5 Flemish Government Public services 

6 Air Technology Belgium  Building and repairing of aircraft 

7 Gill Aviation  Trade 

8 Capital Aircraft Group  Air transport 

9 Propeller  Other air transport supporting activities 

10 Flanders International Airport  Other air transport supporting activities 
  
TOTAL 5.92 million euro 
Share in total Kortrijk Airport 84.2 % 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

 
 
2.2.4.3 Employment 
 
In contrast to value added, both direct and indirect employment at Kortrijk Airport increased 
between 2007 and 2009 by an annual average of 7.8 and 6.4 % respectively (Table 37). This 
brought total employment to 328 full-time equivalents, corresponding to 0.01 % of employment in 
the Flemish Region. 
 
In the air transport cluster, 16 full-time equivalents were added during 2007 - 2009. This increase is 
due entirely to the air transport sector and other air transport supporting activities. In 2007, Capital 
Aircraft Group (air transport sector) decided to obtain its own operating licence and then rapidly 
expanded its fleet and its workforce. However, most of the workers (pilots) are self-employed. 
During 2008 Sky Service also invested in additional staff, but in view of the disappointing results it 
did not continue to do so in 2009. 
 
In the other air transport supporting activities, the progress in 2008 is due to Alfako. This flying 
school was set up in September 2007. The size of the workforce grew rapidly with self-employed 
instructors. 
 
The share of other airport-related activities in direct employment is fairly small at Kortrijk Airport. In 
public services, two extra jobs were created in both 2008 and 2009. In contrast, in the hotels, 
restaurants and catering sector the average number of full-time equivalents declined at Bistro 
Biggles, and in March 2009 Café Passé opened bankruptcy proceedings.  
 
The ten firms with the most employees at Kortrijk Airport together employ 101 full-time equivalents 
(Table 38). The expansion of Capital Aircraft Group puts the airline in third place. Alfako also 
succeeded in rapidly expanding its activities, securing 6th position. 
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TABLE 37 KORTRIJK AIRPORT: EMPLOYMENT FROM 2007 TO 2009 
  (FTE) 

Cluster and sector 
  

2007 
  

2008 
  

2009 
  

Share in 
2009 
(in %) 

  

Change 
from 2008 

to 2009 
(in %) 

  

Annual 
average 
change 

from 
2007 to 
2009 
(in %) 

  
1. DIRECT EFFECTS .............................  124 139 144 100.0 +3.2 +7.8 
       
Air transport cluster .............................  101 114 117 81.3 +2.5 +7.6 
       
Air transport ............................................  26 36 41 28.7 +14.7 +26.2 
Travel agencies and tour operators ........  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Forwarding offices ..................................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Airport operator ......................................  18 16 16 10.8 -2.5 -8.2 
Airport handling ......................................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Other air transport supporting activities...  18 26 26 17.9 +0.8 +18.2 
Building and repairing of aircraft .............  38 37 34 24.0 -6.2 -5.2 
       
Other airport-related activities .............  23 25 27 18.7 +6.7 +8.9 
       
Passenger land transport ........................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Cargo handling and storage ...................  1 1 1 0.7 +0.0 +0.0 
Freight transport by road ........................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Courier and post activities ......................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Public services .......................................  8 10 12 8.3 +20.0 +22.5 
Security and industrial cleaning ..............  1 1 1 0.7 +0.0 +0.0 
Trade ......................................................  4 5 6 3.8 +3.8 +13.1 
Hotels, restaurants and catering .............  5 5 3 2.4 -30.6 -20.7 
Other services ........................................  3 3 4 2.8 +33.3 +15.5 
Other industries ......................................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
       
2. INDIRECT EFFECTS .........................  163 186 184 - -0.9 +6.4 
       
TOTAL ...................................................  286 325 328 - +0.9 +7.0 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 
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TABLE 38 KORTRIJK AIRPORT: DIRECT EMPLOYMENT TOP 10 IN 2009 

 
Name of company or organisation 

  
Sector 

  

1 Sky Service  Air transport 

2 Westvlaamse Intercommunale Vliegveld Wevelgem-Bissegem  Airport operator 

3 Capital Aircraft Group  Air transport 

4 Aircraft Power Maintenance  Building and repairing of aircraft 

5 Federal Police and Customs Public services 

6 Alfako  Other air transport supporting activities 

7 Abelag Technics  Building and repairing of aircraft 

8 Air Technology Belgium  Building and repairing of aircraft 

9 Gill Aviation  Trade 

10 Lambert Aircraft Engineering  Other services 
  
TOTAL 101 FTE 
Share in total Kortrijk Airport 70.3 % 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 
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2.2.5 

2.2.5.1 Recent Developments78 

Liège Airport 

 
In 2010, Liège Airport reinforced its position as Belgium’s leading cargo airport in terms of the 
volumes handled. Cargo traffic exceeded 639 thousand tonnes, an increase of over 32 % against 
2009, a year in which volumes had declined slightly. Most cargo carriers at the airport recorded an 
increase in business, with Avient and Southern Air more than doubling the tonnage handled. One 
special feature of the freight handled by the airport is the transportation of animals and fresh 
products. In particular, in 2010 Liège Airport handled 1,237 horses, 2,758 tonnes of fish and 983 
tonnes of lobster. In July 2011, aiming to consolidate its growth in this segment, the airport opened 
a new perishable goods handling and warehousing complex with an area of more than 800 m², 
thus doubling the space devoted to this type of products at the airport. 
 
The volume of passenger traffic was smaller in 2009 and 2010 compared to 2008 which was a 
record year. In 2010, the number of passengers came to 299,043, compared to 356,782 the year 
before, a decline of 16 %. The airport gives the reason as the cancellation by Thomas Cook of 
many of its flights, and problems concerning traffic rights for the Albanian low-cost airline Belle Air. 
 
Regarding infrastructures, work on a 400 m extension to the main runway was completed in 
September 2010 (giving a runway length of 3,700 m), enabling large carriers to operate 
intercontinental flights without intermediate refuelling. TNT is therefore to use a number of Boeing 
777-200s at Liège from 2011 for flights to Asia. In July 2011, TNT Airways also took delivery of a 
first Boeing 777 which will be used for its flights to China79. The airline is to get two more in late 
2011 or early 2012. 
 
The north zone development and extension work (freight hangars, aircraft parking space, offices, 
etc.) is continuing, initially at the civil sites pending conclusion of the agreement with the national 
Ministry of Defence concerning the relocation of the military base. The work is two years behind 
schedule owing to the decline in traffic in 2009 and administrative holdups in 2010 (problems with 
building permits). 
 
There have also been various developments in the organisational structure of the airport. In March 
2010, Liège Airport and Meusinvest (with an 80 % stake in the capital for Liège Airport S.A. and 
20 % for Invest Services S.A., a subsidiary of Meusinvest) set up a joint subsidiary, Liège Airport 
Business Park, to manage the property at the airport site. With the formation of this subsidiary, 
Liège Airport aims to separate its real estate activities from its aviation activities, as is done at other 
airports. All the buildings used for warehousing and offices, recorded on the assets side of the 
Liège Airport balance sheet, are placed with this subsidiary which should also provide the finance 
for a number of construction projects between now and 2015 (freight halls and business centres). 
However, Liège Airport Business Park has nothing to do with the passenger terminal and the oil 
depot, which are still managed directly by Liège Airport. 
 
Another development concerns the creation in 2008 of Liège Airport-Security, responsible for 
safety within the airport in the same way as BSCA-Security at Charleroi (cf. above). 
 
 
2.2.5.2 Value Added 
 
In 2009, activities at the Liège Airport site generated almost € 225 million in direct value added, of 
which 57 % came from the air transport cluster (Table 39). The airport’s undisputed driving force is 
TNT, whose activities in air transport (TNT Airways) and courier and postal services (TNT Express 
Worldwide) generated € 145 million in value added in 2009, far ahead of the other businesses at 
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 Sources include: www.liegeairport.com, interviews with airport officials, SOWAER annual reports and press articles. 
79

 De Lloyd (2011), "TNT neemt eerste 'triple seven' in ontvangst op Liège Airport", 26 July. 
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the site (Table 40). In 2009 the value added of the air transport sector grew by 43 % as a result of 
the increase in operating profits at TNT Airways (growth in services invoiced to the parent company 
in the Netherlands), while the value added of courier and post activities remained relatively stable. 
 

TABLE 39 LIÈGE AIRPORT: VALUE ADDED FROM 2007 TO 2009 
  (in € million – current prices) 

Cluster and sector 
  

2007 
  

2008 
  

2009 
  

Share in 
2009 
(in %) 

  

Change 
from 2008 

to 2009 
(in %) 

  

Annual 
average 
change 

from 
2007 to 
2009 
(in %) 

  
1. DIRECT EFFECTS .............................  196.2 197.9 224.4 100.0 +13.4 +6.9 
       
Air transport cluster .............................  97.1 96.8 127.1 56.7 +31.3 +14.4 
       
Air transport ............................................  56.4 58.4 83.5 37.2 +43.0 +21.6 
Travel agencies and tour operators ........  0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 -2.2 -0.1 
Forwarding offices ..................................  3.7 3.9 4.0 1.8 +1.6 +3.0 
Airport operator* .....................................  13.1 15.4 15.1 6.7 -2.2 -7.2 
Airport handling ......................................  1.8 2.5 4.9 2.2 +94.3 +64.0 
Other air transport supporting activities...  19.8 13.5 12.2 5.4 -9.4 -21.5 
Building and repairing of aircraft .............  1.9 2.8 7.3 3.2 +156.0 +94.9 
       
Other airport-related activities .............  99.1 101.1 97.2 43.3 -3.8 -0.9 
       
Passenger land transport ........................  1.3 1.5 1.6 0.7 +6.4 +11.2 
Cargo handling and storage ...................  6.8 6.9 6.5 2.9 -4.7 -1.6 
Freight transport by road ........................  0.6 0.8 1.0 0.4 +25.0 +31.5 
Courier and post activities ......................  63.8 65.9 61.7 27.5 -6.3 -1.6 
Public services .......................................  19.7 16.4 13.9 6.2 -15.0 -15.8 
Trade ......................................................  0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 -5.5 +5.3 
Other services** .....................................  6.9 9.4 11.5 5.1 +22.6 +28.9 
Other industries ......................................  0.0 0.2 0.8 0.4 +341.4 n. 
       
2. INDIRECT EFFECTS .........................  222.8 193.7 236.5 - +22.1 +3.0 
       
TOTAL ...................................................  419.0 391.7 460.9 - +17.7 +4.9 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

* It should be noted that the direct value added generated by the Liège Airport operator includes operating subsidies and compensatory 
amounts paid by public authorities, totalling around € 17 million in 2007, € 25 million in 2008 and € 26 million in 2009. 

** Including the sectors "Hotels, restaurants and catering" and "security and industrial cleaning". 

 
The Liège Airport operator is in 3rd place among the sectors generating the most value added, with 
€ 15 million in 200980. It is followed by public services which comprise the same bodies as 
Charleroi Airport (cf. above) plus the Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain (FASFC) 
responsible for monitoring animals, vegetables and plants imported via the airport. In 2009 the 
customs authority generated € 10 million in value added, putting it in 4th place among the top 10. 
Just as at Charleroi Airport, there is a decline in the value added of public services and an increase 
in that of other services (which include security) following the establishment of Liège Airport-
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 It should be noted that the direct value added generated by the Liège Airport operator includes operating subsidies and 
compensatory amounts paid by public authorities, totalling around € 17 million in 2007, € 25 million in 2008 and € 26 
million in 2009. 
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Security in 2008, which has taken over some of the duties of the SPW (cf. above). Here, too, Liège-
Airport Security delegates operational safety activities to Securitas. The increase in value added in 
the other services sector continued in 2009, owing to the development of the airport and 
particularly the north zone. Securitas ranks 5th in the list of firms generating the most value added 
at the airport. 
 

TABLE 40 LIÈGE AIRPORT: DIRECT VALUE ADDED TOP 10 IN 2009 

 
Name of company or organisation 

  
Sector 

  
1 TNT Airways  Air transport 
2 TNT Express Worldwide  Courier and post activities 
3 Liège Airport Airport operator 
4 Inspection des Douanes Public services 
5 Securitas Transport Aviation Security Security and industrial cleaning 
6 Liège Air Cargo Handling Services  Cargo handling and storage 
7 Belgocontrol  Other air transport supporting activities 
8 Sowaer  Other air transport supporting activities 
9 X-Airservices Building and repairing of aircraft 

10 Aviapartner Liège  Airport handling 
  
TOTAL 200.9 million euro 
Share in total Liège Airport 89.5 % 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

 
The expansion of activity at the airport is also evident in the airport handling sector, where value 
added recorded average annual growth of 64 % between 2007 and 2009. This rise is due mainly to 
the creation of Aviapartner Cargo Liège in 2008 (a subsidiary of Aviapartner Liège specialising in 
handling services for cargo flights81), which generated over € 1 million in value added in 2009, and 
by the increase in value added at Aviapartner Liège (higher staff expenses). 
 
There was also very strong growth (+156 %) in value added in the building and repairing of aircraft 
sector in 2009, owing to the creation of X-Airservices. This joint venture in which TNT Airways and 
Sabena Technics own equal shares generated around € 5 million in value added in 2009, placing it 
directly in the top 10, in 9th position. 
 
The decline in value added in other air transport supporting activities in 2009 is due mainly to the 
fall in the value added created by SOWAER, a key factor being a change in the method of 
depreciation. 
 
In 2009, indirect value added was in the region of € 240 million. Taken together with the direct 
value added, it gives a total of over € 460 million in value added created at Liège Airport, equivalent 
to 0.6 % of Wallonia’s GDP and 0.6 % of its value added82. 
 
 
2.2.5.3 Employment 
 
In 2009, Liège Airport had a total of almost 2,500 FTE working at its site, the majority (57 %) in the 
airport cluster (Table 41). Since 2007, the number of workers at the site has grown by an annual 
average of 5.5 %, with considerably stronger growth in the air transport cluster (+12 %) than in the 
other airport activities cluster (+2 %). 
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 In 2010, Aviapartner Cargo Liège was taken over by Aviapartner Liège. 
82 Source: Belgostat. 
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At sectoral level, air transport and courier and postal services stand out clearly on account of the 
large number of jobs. These sectors are headed by two TNT companies which, as one would 
expect, occupied the first two places in the employment top 10 in 2009 (Table 42). There are also 
large numbers of people (119 FTE in 2009) employed in the cargo handling and storage sector, the 
biggest in terms of job numbers being Liège Air Cargo Handling Services (LACHS), the 5th largest 
employer at the airport. The marked rise (+14 %) in employment in this sector in 2008 is due to the 
expansion of LACHS’s activities, necessitating additional staff following the large-scale 
restructuring undertaken in 2004 and 2005. 
 
In 2008, the transfer of some of SPW’s employees to the new Liège Airport-Security company and 
the reallocation of work between players (cf. above) led to a fall in the number of workers in the 
public services sector and an increase in other services (including security) which became the 3rd 
largest sector in terms of jobs in 2009. 
 

TABLE 41 LIÈGE AIRPORT: EMPLOYMENT FROM 2007 TO 2009 
  (FTE) 

Cluster and sector 
  

2007 
  

2008 
  

2009 
  

Share in 
2009 
(in %) 

  

Change 
from 2008 

to 2009 
(in %) 

  

Annual 
average 
change 

from 
2007 to 
2009 
(in %) 

  
1. DIRECT EFFECTS .............................  2,232 2,434 2,483 100.0 +2.0 +5.5 
       
Air transport cluster .............................  791 955 987 39.8 +3.4 +11.8 
       
Air transport ............................................  439 545 540 21.7 -1.0 +10.9 
Travel agencies and tour operators ........  6 5 5 0.2 +0.2 -1.7 
Forwarding offices ..................................  75 82 68 2.7 -17.2 -4.9 
Airport operator ......................................  127 140 143 5.8 +1.7 +6.0 
Airport handling ......................................  22 54 91 3.7 +70.0 +105.6 
Other air transport supporting activities...  87 91 88 3.6 -2.7 +0.6 
Building and repairing of aircraft .............  35 38 52 2.1 +38.3 +21.6 
       
Other airport-related activities .............  1,442 1,479 1,495 60.2 +1.1 +1.8 
       
Passenger land transport ........................  15 15 13 0.5 -13.6 -7.0 
Cargo handling and storage ...................  106 121 119 4.8 -1.9 +5.9 
Freight transport by road ........................  15 16 18 0.7 +11.3 +8.9 
Courier and post activities ......................  956 978 943 38.0 -3.6 -0.7 
Public services .......................................  182 144 149 6.0 +3.4 -9.6 
Trade ......................................................  2 2 2 0.1 -2.2 -1.4 
Other services* .......................................  166 202 241 9.7 +19.4 +20.3 
Other industries ......................................  0 2 12 0.5 +500.0 n. 
       
2. INDIRECT EFFECTS .........................  2,279 2,685 2,565 - -4.5 +6.1 
       
TOTAL ...................................................  4,512 5,119 5,048 - -1.4 +5.8 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

* Including the sectors "Hotels, restaurants and catering" and "security and industrial cleaning". 

 
The airport handling sector has also recorded a big increase in employment, in line with the growth 
of its value added. Aviapartner Liège and Aviapartner Cargo Liège expanded their workforce as a 
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result of the activity growth generated by contracts with new customers (Ethiopian Airlines and El 
Al in 2008, Avient in 2009). 
 
In 2009, the firms located at Liège Airport generated indirect employment for almost 2,600 FTE. In 
total, more than 5,000 direct and indirect jobs (in FTE) are therefore linked to the activities taking 
place at the airport site, representing 0.5 % of Walloon domestic employment83. 
 

TABLE 42 LIÈGE AIRPORT: DIRECT EMPLOYMENT TOP 10 IN 2009 

 
Name of company or organisation 

  
Sector 

  
1 TNT Express Worldwide  Courier and post activities 
2 TNT Airways Air transport 
3 Securitas Transport Aviation Security Security and industrial cleaning 
4 Liège Airport  Airport operator 
5 Liège Air Cargo Handling Services  Cargo handling and storage 
6 Inspection des Douanes Public services 
7 Aviapartner Liège  Airport handling 
8 Belgocontrol Other air transport supporting activities 
9 Agusta  Building and repairing of aircraft 

10 Liège Airport-Security Security and industrial cleaning 
  
TOTAL 2,158 FTE 
Share in total Liège Airport 86.9 % 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 
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 Source: Belgostat. 



 

64        NBB WORKING PAPER No. 218 - DECEMBER 2011 

2.2.6 

2.2.6.1 Recent Developments84 

Ostend Airport 

 
2010 was a two-speed year for Ostend Airport. The number of passengers increased by almost 
11 %, whereas freight traffic was hard hit by the loss of MK Airlines, a British airline which had 
located its operating base in Ostend. In June 2008, financial problems forced the company to 
suspend its operations. During 2010 the financial problems finally put MK Airlines out of business. 
In the past, this airline had accounted for 90 % of the airport’s freight traffic. ANA Aviation has since 
become the new number one. 
 
Ostend used to focus mainly on freight traffic, but today it is also presenting itself as the leading 
Flemish regional passenger airport. At the same time, the marketing approach to freight operators 
has been redesigned. The airport wants to put more emphasis on its experience in ad-hoc and 
point-to-point85 flights. 
 
The airport authority is not planning any new investments at present in its Industry & Business 
Park. However, it is hoping for a number of stores and a building for maintenance work, though 
private investors will have to provide the necessary finance.  
 
2011 was probably the last year in which the airport remained entirely under public control. Under 
the present constraints, only limited growth is possible, so that Ostend Airport is busy preparing for 
the impending privatisation. In the long run that should result in a better regional economy and 
more employment. The Zeebrugge and Ostend port authorities have already expressed interest in 
managing the airport jointly with other partners. The Flemish government is currently considering 
the proposals. Negotiations will begin later. 
 
 
2.2.6.2 Value Added 
 
Direct value added at Ostend Airport came to € 30.3 million in 2009, 3.3 % less than in the previous 
year (Table 43). Conversely, indirect value added grew by 4.1 % so that total value added was only 
€ 0.2 million down at € 50.8 million. The share in Flemish GDP came to 0.03 %. 
 
The air transport cluster accounted for 76.6 % of direct value added in 2009. Lufthansa Technik 
Brussels has no longer been active at Ostend Airport since 2009, so that the building and repairing 
of aircraft sector lost a good 90.8 % of its value added. Conversely, in other air transport supporting 
activities, value added grew by € 0.4 million. In 2009 Belgocontrol employed a few more staff in 
Ostend, and Ostend Air College recorded higher depreciation and a bigger operating profit. 
 
In 2007 the air transport sector still had a share of almost 25 %. In the two ensuing years, that 
share was down to barely 13 %. Since the end of 2007, Noordzee Helikopters Vlaanderen has 
ceased to operate from Ostend Airport. It now has its own heliport and is therefore classified as 
outside the airports from 2008. 
 
In the other airport-related activities, public services still account for the largest share despite a 
12.8 % fall in value added. Skytanking Ostend (trade) is one of the few firms to increase its value 
added. This positive development was due to a higher operating profit. 
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 Sources include: www.ost.aero and miscellaneous press articles. 
85

 A flight consisting of one segment, in other words a flight with no scheduled intermediate stops. 
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TABLE 43 OSTEND AIRPORT: VALUE ADDED FROM 2007 TO 2009 
  (in € million – current prices) 

Cluster and sector 
  

2007 
  

2008 
  

2009 
  

Share in 
2009 
(in %) 

  

Change 
from 2008 

to 2009 
(in %) 

  

Annual 
average 
change 

from 
2007 to 
2009 
(in %) 

  
1. DIRECT EFFECTS .............................  35.5 31.4 30.3 100.0 -3.3 -7.5 
       
Air transport cluster .............................  27.8 23.6 23.2 76.6 -1.5 -8.6 
       

Air transport ............................................  8.8 4.0 3.9 12.8 -2.0 -33.5 
Travel agencies and tour operators ........  0.2 0.2 0.1 0.3 -56.1 -33.3 
Forwarding offices ..................................  0.4 0.4 0.4 1.4 +10.0 +8.4 
Airport operator* .....................................  7.1 7.5 7.8 25.9 +4.5 +5.3 
Airport handling ......................................  5.6 5.1 4.9 16.3 -3.1 -6.5 
Other air transport supporting activities...  4.9 5.5 5.9 19.6 +8.8 +10.5 
Building and repairing of aircraft .............  0.9 1.0 0.1 0.3 -90.8 -67.9 
       
Other airport-related activities .............  7.7 7.8 7.1 23.4 -8.7 -3.9 
       

Passenger land transport ........................  0.3 0.3 0.2 0.7 -35.8 -16.0 
Cargo handling and storage ...................  0.7 0.5 0.5 1.5 -14.5 -19.9 
Freight transport by road ........................  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 n. n. 
Courier and post activities ......................  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 n. n. 
Public services .......................................  4.5 4.7 4.1 13.4 -12.8 -5.0 
Security and industrial cleaning ..............  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 n. n. 
Trade ......................................................  1.2 1.4 1.5 5.0 +10.4 +12.2 
Hotels, restaurants and catering .............  0.9 0.8 0.8 2.5 -3.5 -6.9 
Other services ........................................  0.1 0.1 0.1 0.3 -2.6 -0.7 
Other industries ......................................  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 n. n. 
       
2. INDIRECT EFFECTS .........................  33.5 19.7 20.5 - +4.1 -21.8 
       
TOTAL ...................................................  69.0 51.0 50.8 - -0.4 -14.2 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

*  It should be noted that the direct value added generated by the airport operator includes operating subsidies and compensatory amounts 
paid by public authorities, totalling around € 4.5 million in 2007, € 4.7 million in 2008 and € 4.9 million in 2009. 

 
Table 44 shows the ten firms creating the most value added at Ostend Airport. As a result of the 
relocation of Noordzee Helikopters Vlaanderen, Belgocontrol is in 2nd place. Compared to the 
situation in 200686, Race Cargo Airlines87 and Lufthansa Technik Brussels have also disappeared 
from the top ten. As a result, a few other firms have appeared for the first time towards the bottom 
of the list. 
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 See Kupfer and Lagneaux (2009). 
87

 Opening of bankruptcy proceedings on 7 June 2006. 
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TABLE 44 OSTEND AIRPORT: DIRECT VALUE ADDED TOP 10 IN 2009 

 
Name of company or organisation 

  
Sector 

  

1 Flemish Government Airport operator 

2 Belgocontrol  Other air transport supporting activities 

3 AviaPartner Belgium  Airport handling 

4 MK Airlines Air transport 

5 Customs Public services 

6 Federal Police Public services 

7 Skytanking Ostend  Trade 

8 Egyptair Air transport 

9 Flightcare Belgium  Airport handling 

10 Rainbow Air Cargo Express Limited* Other air transport supporting activities 
  

TOTAL 26.49 million euro 
Share in total Ostend Airport 87.3 % 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

* The name of the Ostend branch is Speed Handling Services. 

 
 
2.2.6.3 Employment 
 
The pattern of direct employment at Ostend Airport matches the trend in direct value added. In the 
past two years the number of full-time equivalents has fallen by an annual average of 7 % (Table 
45). Conversely, indirect employment fell at more than twice that rate over the same period. Thus, 
in 2009 total employment was down to 723 full-time equivalents and represented 0.03 % of Flemish 
employment. 
 
In 2008 the air transport cluster was hardest hit by the relocation of Noordzee Helikopters 
Vlaanderen (air transport sector). A year later, employment in this cluster declined further to 323 
full-time equivalents. Lufthansa Technik Brussels has ceased to be active at Ostend Airport since 
2009. As a result, employment in the building and repairing of aircraft sector slumped by 88.1 %. 
Finally, AviaPartner Belgium (airport handling) employed 4.5 fewer full-time equivalents in Ostend 
in 2009. 
 
The workforce in other airport-related activities declined by six full-time equivalents in two 
successive years. In 2009 most of this decline was due to trade. As a result of the start of 
bankruptcy proceedings at Pharaana in May 2009, a number of people lost their job. In the hotels, 
restaurants and catering sector, employment was also 12.5 % down. The staff cuts at Belair and 
the start of bankruptcy proceedings at Icarus in July 2008 were only partly offset by the new 
Charles Lindbergh restaurant88 which opened in the Icarus building. 
 
Just ten firms account for 87.3 % of direct employment at Ostend Airport (Table 46). The top four 
are still the same as in 200689. Other firms have taken over the positions of Race Cargo Airlines, 
Noordzee Helikopters Vlaanderen and Lufthansa Technik Brussels. Thus, Ostend Air College is 
now in 6th place, since self-employed instructors are taken into account. 
  

                                                      
88

 The official name of the company is Beachvos. 
89

 See Kupfer and Lagneaux (2009). 



 

NBB WORKING PAPER No. 218 - DECEMBER 2011 67 

TABLE 45 OSTEND AIRPORT: EMPLOYMENT FROM 2007 TO 2009 
  (FTE) 

Cluster and sector 
  

2007 
  

2008 
  

2009 
  

Share in 
2009 
(in %) 

  

Change 
from 2008 

to 2009 
(in %) 

  

Annual 
average 
change 

from 
2007 to 
2009 
(in %) 

  
1. DIRECT EFFECTS .............................  476 433 412 100.0 -5.0 -7.0 
       
Air transport cluster .............................  374 338 323 78.3 -4.5 -7.2 
       
Air transport ............................................  65 35 37 9.0 +6.0 -24.8 
Travel agencies and tour operators ........  2 2 1 0.2 -50.0 -29.3 
Forwarding offices ..................................  4 5 5 1.2 +0.0 +3.9 
Airport operator ......................................  130 127 126 30.5 -0.8 -1.7 
Airport handling ......................................  101 96 91 22.0 -5.8 -5.0 
Other air transport supporting activities...  59 59 62 15.0 +4.3 +2.6 
Building and repairing of aircraft .............  13 14 2 0.4 -88.1 -64.5 
       
Other airport-related activities .............  101 95 89 21.7 -6.5 -6.2 
       
Passenger land transport ........................  2 2 3 0.7 +28.6 +6.1 
Cargo handling and storage ...................  7 8 6 1.5 -22.3 -7.6 
Freight transport by road ........................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Courier and post activities ......................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Public services .......................................  42 41 43 10.5 +6.0 +2.0 
Security and industrial cleaning ..............  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
Trade ......................................................  24 23 18 4.3 -21.5 -14.4 
Hotels, restaurants and catering .............  25 21 18 4.5 -12.5 -14.5 
Other services ........................................  1 1 1 0.2 -0.5 -0.1 
Other industries ......................................  0 0 0 0.0 n. n. 
       
2. INDIRECT EFFECTS .........................  443 353 311 - -11.7 -16.2 
       
TOTAL ...................................................  919 786 723 - -8.0 -11.3 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 
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TABLE 46 OSTEND AIRPORT: DIRECT EMPLOYMENT TOP 10 IN 2009 

 
Name of company or organisation 

  
Sector 

  

1 Flemish Government Airport operator 

2 AviaPartner Belgium  Airport handling 

3 Belgocontrol  Other air transport supporting activities 

4 MK Airlines Air transport 

5 Customs Public services 

6 Ostend Air College  Other air transport supporting activities 

7 Federal Police Public services 

8 Belair  Hotels, restaurants and catering 

9 Skytanking Ostend  Trade 

10 Flightcare Belgium  Airport handling 
  
TOTAL 359 FTE 
Share in total Ostend Airport 87.3 % 

Source: NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 
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3 

The air transport sector was significantly affected by the economic and financial crisis. At the level 
of global traffic, freight transport was harder hit than passenger transport. However, both types of 
traffic began rising again in 2010, exceeding their pre-crisis levels. In Belgium, the impact of this 
crisis varied from one airport to another. In 2009, Liège Airport became Europe’s 7th largest cargo 
airport, and moved into first place in Belgium, overtaking Brussels Airport. Conversely, in terms of 
passenger traffic Brussels Airport is still by far the biggest airport in Belgium with almost three-
quarters of the traffic in 2010. Charleroi Airport consolidated its position in 2nd place with the 
dramatic expansion of its traffic, which almost tripled between 2003 and 2010. 

SUMMARY 

 
In 2009, the air transport sector as a whole, i.e. firms in the air transport sector as well as firms in 
other sectors based at the site of one or more of Belgium’s six airports, generated direct and 
indirect value added in excess of € 6.1 billion in Belgium, equivalent to 1.8 % of Belgium’s GDP 
and 2.0 % of Belgium’s domestic value added. That figure was 4 % down against 2008, but there 
was growth averaging 0.7 % per annum between 2007 and 2009. Direct value added came to more 
than € 2.6 billion in 2009, which was less than in 2007 (-2.2 % per annum on average). Three-
quarters of that value added was generated inside the airports and, more specifically, 47 % in the 
air transport cluster inside the airports. At sectoral level, it was air transport that generated the most 
direct value added in 2009, with over € 470 million, of which 441 million was created inside the 
airports. Next after this sector is the building and repairing of aircraft sector (€ 444 million), followed 
by the airport operators (€ 314 million). 
 
The air transport sector in the broad sense (including airport-related activities) provided direct and 
indirect employment for almost 80,300 full-time equivalents in 2009 (or 2.0 % of domestic 
employment in FTE), an increase of 5 % per annum on average since 2007, but 6 % down against 
2008. The number of direct jobs has fallen slightly since 2007 (-0.6 % per annum, on average). In 
2009, it totalled 31,600 FTE, 72 % of that figure inside the airports. The building and repairing of 
aircraft sector is by far the biggest employer with over 6,100 FTE in 2009, of which 4,400 work 
outside the airports. It is ahead of the air transport sector, which employs close on 5,000 FTE 
(4,800 inside the airports) and travel agencies and tour operators (4,000 FTE). 
 
In 2009, direct investment in air transport as a whole came to almost € 380 million, down sharply 
both against 2008 (-23 %) and during the three years under review (-15 % per annum on average). 
The other air transport supporting activities sector, led by SOWAER and Belgocontrol, heads the 
sectors investing the largest amount in 2009, at € 97 million, despite a reduction compared to 2007 
when investment in tangible fixed assets came to € 147 million. Next comes the air transport sector 
(in the narrowest sense), with investments totalling € 79 million in 2009, compared to € 136 million 
in 2007. The third biggest sector in terms of investment, namely the airport operators sector, is one 
of the few to record increased investment during the period under review. Despite a 29 % decline in 
2009, investment in this sector increased by an average of 24 % per annum to € 78 million in 2009. 
 
On the basis of a limited constant sample of firms representing 70 % of direct employment 
recorded in this study, analysis of the social balance sheet revealed that the average working time 
per employee in the air transport sector as a whole was significantly below the national average in 
2009, and that the average staff expenses – both per FTE and per hour – were above the national 
average. Moreover, during the period under review the air transport sector recorded a marked fall 
in the number of net recruitments, a figure which actually became negative in 2009. In that same 
year, redundancies accounted for one in five departures, twice the proportion seen in 2007. The air 
transport sector also has a larger percentage of male staff than the average for the Belgian 
economy as a whole. Moreover, in 2009 35 % of the staff in the constant sample had higher 
education qualifications, and one in two had access to formal training, i.e. courses or training 
programmes designed by training officers. 
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Three financial ratios were also analysed on the basis of a constant sample representing 54 % of 
firms and 61 % of direct value added taken into account in this study. The return on equity after 
taxes of the air transport sector as a whole in 2008 and 2009 was below the average for non-
financial corporations in general in Belgium. Throughout the period under review, the sector also 
had a higher liquidity ratio and a lower solvency ratio than the average. Another notable point is 
that firms in the other airport-related activities cluster have significantly higher profitability than 
those in the air transport cluster. 
 
The analysis of value added and employment per airport confirms the dominance of Brussels 
Airport already seen in the air passenger transport figures. In fact, at 80 % of direct value added 
and 79 % of direct employment recorded at the airport sites, the national airport is still the leading 
Belgian airport in terms of economic importance. Next comes Liège Airport, representing 11 % of 
direct value added and direct employment inside the airports, followed by Charleroi Airport which is 
about half as important as Liège Airport in terms of employment and value added, and twice as 
important as the next two airports, namely Antwerp and Ostend. These two airports which are 
similar in importance are ahead of Kortrijk Airport which trails relatively far behind the others. 
Together, in 2009 the six airports totalled € 4 billion in direct and indirect value added and 48,000 
FTE, respectively representing 1.2 % of Belgium’s GDP and 1.2 % of domestic employment in 
FTE. 
 

CHART 9 EVOLUTION OF DIRECT AND INDIRECT VALUE ADDED IN THE SIX BELGIAN 
AIRPORTS 

 (current prices, index 2007 = 100) 

 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

 
Chart 9 and Chart 10 show the trend in value added and employment respectively at the six 
airports during the period 2007 - 2009. The growth figures for passengers at Charleroi and freight 
at Liège clearly had a positive impact on value added in these airports. In 2009, growth at both 
these airports outpaced the rise in Belgian GDP. In contrast, the Flemish regional airports lost a 
significant share of their value added during the period under review. In terms of employment, not 
only Charleroi and Liège but also Kortrijk and Antwerp perform better than the national economy. 
The steepest decline in employment occurred at Ostend. 
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CHART 10 EVOLUTION OF DIRECT AND INDIRECT EMPLOYMENT IN THE SIX BELGIAN 
AIRPORTS 

 (FTE, index 2007 = 100) 

 

Source: NAI; NBB (Central Balance Sheet Office, own calculations). 

 
Apart from the figures, mention should also be made of the impending partial privatisation of the 
Flemish regional airports. The Flemish Government has in fact begun the process of finding private 
partners to operate each of the three airports in order to encourage the expansion of their activities. 
Ultimately, all Belgian airports will therefore be run partly by private operators. In addition, Ostend 
Airport, which tended to focus on cargo in the past, aims to develop its passenger transport as well, 
and in 2007 it became the leading Flemish regional airport in that sector. This comprehensive 
passenger and cargo approach contrasts with the strategy of the other regional airports, which 
have specialised in passenger transport (Charleroi), freight (Liège), and private business aviation 
or flight training (Antwerp and Kortrijk).  
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